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Our Parish Mission Statement: 
We, the people of Corpus Christi Parish, brothers and sisters in 
Christ prayerfully uphold: 

● Our Mission – To be the light of Christ shining in the heart of 
the community. 

● Our Vision – To be a vibrant and inspirational Catholic faith 
community growing in lifelong prayer. 

● sharing the joy of the Gospel and committed to evangelization, 
education and loving service to those in need. 

● Our Values – To be a welcoming, caring and inclusive faith 
community rooted in peace, justice and respect for all beings. 

 
To begin our prayer, I invite you to listen to the song “The God Who 
Stary” by Matthew West "The God Who Stays" Link  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBD18rsVJHk 
 
Season of Solemnity of Mary 
 
Dear Fellow Prayer Warriors, 
 After listening to the above song, I am reminded just how 
blessed we all are to have the opportunity for the grace of God, and 
that He chooses to run toward us when others “choose to walk away.” 
Christmas season and the joyfulness it embodies is a grace that we 
must continue throughout the year and in all aspects of our lives. 
Like all of you, everything in my life does not go as planned; and if 
fact, some of my life’s experiences have been very challenging. 
However, I can’t imagine what my life would be like without the 
presence and grace of God.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPwd_TQpsHY&list=RDCLAK5uy_mU14EejSbDsfLuPc9KpNzoC0o-YQvi6I4


As we enter into 2021, let us be mindful of the importance of our 
faith and the determination of our God to have a relationship with 
each of us. Like all relationships, it takes work, dedication, and 
appreciation. The Solemnity of Mary is January 1st and is a time to 
show our “appreciation.” Why do we honor Mary as the Mother of 
God? Simply put, Jesus is the son of Mary. Jesus is God. Therefore, 
Mary is the Mother of God. On this holy feast, we take a moment as 
we start our new year to honor our Blessed Mother, who in her “yes” 
to God brought our Savior into the world to redeem us. We are more 
than appreciative of Mary’s yes! 

Therefore, with the dawning of 2021, let us resolve to sit each 
day at the feet of Mary, Mother of God, who "pondered things in her 
heart." There, we can deepen our relationship with her son, refuse to 
gossip or bad-mouth, and promise to give more time and attention 
to family. We may not meet other resolutions, such as shedding 
unwanted pounds, but we will be able to surrender, as Mary did, to 
all that lies ahead.” The future is mysteriously hidden, but we can be 
sure that the Lord blesses us and keeps us, no matter what--each 
and every day. Happy New Year! 
 
 (Adapted from an article by Sr. Bridget Haase, O.S.U.) 
 

Blessings, 

Kay Durfey, kdurfey@cbcsd.org  712.310.9557 
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Prayer Intentions 

 
Individual  

● For those who are ill, God will send His healing graces and 
blessings to them and their families.  

● For the poor, the homeless, the unemployed and those who live 
without life's basic necessities; We pray especially for those 
living in terror and fear; May the Prince of Peace be near to 
them and bless them with hope. 

● For each member of our parish to find and be deeply rooted in 
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

● For those incarcerated or otherwise held ‘prisoner” by their 
addictions or other emotional challenges.  

● For those who are sick, especially our loved ones; may they be 
blessed with comfort, hope and healing. 

● In thanksgiving for the food and medicine our parish provided 
to our Sister Parish in Colombia during this ongoing pandemic 
time: "for I was hungry and you gave me to eat". 

 
Parish 

● For the deceased of the parish, that the God of mercy will 
welcome them home and comfort for families 

● For all those whose health issues place added strain in 
daily living-- especially due to COVID-19 pandemic, may 
they experience healing and safety in their daily lives. 

● That a vaccine may be developed and distributed so that 
all people may have some protection from  this disease. 

● For wisdom for the Missionary Sisters of the Divine Spirit 
who serve our Sister Parish as they pray and discern new 
leadership for their Colombia religious community. 



● For our parish to grow in unity, love , and understanding of 
one another.  

 
Diocese, Nation, World 

● We pray for parents that God bless them with the wisdom, 
courage, patience, and above all love that they need to 
perform the holy work of raising children and being a 
source of love and support for them in adulthood as well. 

● For Bishop William Joensen that he will lead our Dioceses 
with grace, humility, integrity, & love.  

● We pray that those suffering from addiction may be 
helped and accompanied. 

● For a major increase in young people exploring a call to 
priesthood and religious life. 

● For all marriages that we can see God in their faithfulness 
and commitment to one another.  

 
Universal Church/ Papal Intentions:  
 

● For Human Fraternity: May the Lord give us the grace to live 
in full fellowship with our brothers and sisters of other 
religions, praying for one another, open to all. 

● For our nation and our city; for those who serve in our 
government, in our military and in civil service; We pray 
especially for the safety and welfare of first responders, and 
all who stand in harm's way to protect and defend the lives of 
others, in faith we pray… 

● We pray that Christians, followers of other religions, and all 
people of goodwill may promote peace and justice in the 
world. 

● We pray that the cries of our migrant brothers and sisters, 
victims of criminal trafficking, may be heard and 
considered. 

 
 
 



Lyric to “The God Who Saves” 

If I were You I would've given up on me by now 

I would've labeled me a lost cause 

'Cause I feel just like a lost cause 

If I were You I would've turned around and walked away 

I would've labeled me beyond repair 

'Cause I feel like I'm beyond repair 

Oh, but somehow You don't see me like I do 

Somehow You're still here 

You're the God who stays 

You're the God who stays 

You're the one who runs in my direction 

When the whole world walks away 

You're the God who stands 

With wide open arms 

And You tell me nothing I have ever done can separate my heart 

From the God who stays 

I used to hide 

Every time I thought I let You down 

I always thought I had to earn my way 

But I'm learning You don't work that way, no 



'Cause somehow You don't see me like I do 

Somehow You're still here 

You're the God who stays 

You're the God who stays 

You're the one who runs in my direction 

When the whole world walks away 

You're the God who stands 

With wide open arms 

And You tell me nothing I have ever done can separate my heart 

From the God who stays 

My shame can't separate 

My guilt can't separate 

My past can't separate 

I'm Yours forever 

My sin can't separate 

My scars can't separate 

My failures can't separate 

I'm Yours forever 

No enemy can separate 

No power of hell can take away 

Your love for me will never change 



I'm Yours forever 

'Cause you're the God who stays 

You're the God who stays 

You're the one who runs in my direction 

When the whole world walks away 

You're the God who stands 

With wide open arms 

And You tell me nothing I have ever done can separate my heart 

From the God who stays 

You're the God who stays 

You're the one who runs in my direction 

When the whole world walks away 

You're the God who stands 

With wide open arms 

And You tell me nothing I have ever done can separate my heart 

From the God who stays 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


